
For newcomers to our annual Messenger, this publication is mailed each winter to 
share the latest information about municipal services in Scotch Plains. Throughout the 
year, residents can also stay informed through our social media channels, our Friday 
e-blast newsletter, and the municipal website, www.ScotchPlainsNJ.gov.
Scotch Plains is a proud community with a rich history that dates back to before the 
founding of our nation. In 2026, we will join communities across the United States 
in celebrating America’s 250th anniversary with commemorative events, including 
fireworks.
We invite you to explore our newly renovated municipal parks, thriving business 
corridors, beautiful tree-lined neighborhoods, and the wide range of recreation, youth, 
and senior programs available to residents throughout the year.
As we look ahead to an exciting year, we hope you will join us at the many events 
planned throughout 2026. Whether you are a longtime resident or new to Scotch 
Plains, these celebrations offer a wonderful opportunity to come together, connect 
with neighbors, and take pride in the community we call home.

WELCOME TO THE 2026 SCOTCH PL AINS MESSENGER! 

SERVICES AND INFORMATION FOR 2026

Scotch Plains residents await dusk for the annual 
fireworks at the Shady Rest Country Club

The Scotch Plains 2026

MESSENGER
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Councilmember
Ellen Zimmerman
(908) 322-6700, ext. 313
ezimmerman@scotchplainsnj.com
Current term expires 2028

Mayor Josh Losardo 
(908) 322-6700, ext. 316 
jlosardo@scotchplainsnj.com 
Current term expires 2028

It is my pleasure to present the 2026 
Scotch Plains Messenger, featuring 
all the information you need 
regarding the many services our 
Township provides. 
As you drive through town, you 
will see many exciting initiatives 
underway. For example, the Township is working to identify the 
best use for the five acres of open space that was home to the 
Highland Swim Club on Martine Avenue for generations. We are 
also continuing to improve municipal parks throughout town 
with new playground equipment, upgraded basketball courts, 
newly-constructed pickleball courts and other amenities for all 
to enjoy.
For the latest information, please visit our municipal website, 
www.ScotchPlainsNJ.gov, and subscribe to our Messenger, a 
weekly email that includes updates from your Town Council 
members and news about upcoming events. Please follow us on 
social media as well!
My very best to you and your family in 2026 as we work together 
to continue moving Scotch Plains forward.

SCOTCH PL AINS LEADERSHIP

Councilmember
Elizabeth Stamler 
(908) 322-6700, ext. 313 
estamler@scotchplainsnj.com 
Current term expires 2026

Councilmember 
Roshan (Roc) White
(908) 322-6700, ext. 313
rwhite@scotchplainsnj.com
Current term expires 2026

Deputy Mayor
Matt Adams
(908) 322-6700, ext. 313
mattadams@scotchplainsnj.com
Current term expires 2026

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
@ScotchPlainsTwp @ScotchPlainsTwp @ScotchPlains

Towship Manager 
Margaret Heisey 
(908) 322-6700, ext. 313 
mheisey@scotchplainsnj.com

Dear Residents,
This is my first year as Township 
Manager, after serving 10 years 
as deputy. My role is to oversee 
all-day-to-day affairs of running 
the municipality, and I am very 
pleased to have the opportunity 
to serve you!
Scotch Plains operates under a council-manager form of 
government. This structure allows the Township Council to 
focus on policy, while it is my job to carry out the direction 
of the governing body.
For 2026, the Township Council directed me to focus on 
innovative ways to continually improve the quality of life 
enjoyed here, maximizing our resources and identifying 
potential waste. I am excited for the challenges ahead and 
exploring what can be accomplished together.
As Township Manager, I am fully dedicated to demonstrating 
the highest ideals of honesty, integrity, and excellence that the 
Township Council expects. If you ever have any questions or 
comments, please reach me at mheisey@scotchplainsnj.com.

MEET YOUR TOWN COUNCIL
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Administration  
Margaret Heisey 
Township Manager  
(908) 322-6700 ext. 313  
mheisey@scotchplainsnj.com

Tom Strowe 
Director of Planning
& Community Development  
(908) 322-6700 ext. 317  
tstrowe@scotchplainsnj.com

Building Department  
Robert LaCosta 
Building, Engineering & Health  
(908) 322-6700 ext. 306, 308, 309, 310  
blacosta@scotchplainsnj.com

Kim Smith
Land Use Administrator
Planning/Zoning Boards
(908) 322-6700 ext. 307
landuse@scotchplainsnj.com

Clerk  
Bonnie Lacina 
Township Clerk  
(908) 322-6700 ext. 211  
blacina@scotchplainsnj.com

Finance  
Anders Hasseler
Chief Financial Officer  
(908) 322-6700 ext. 200
ahasseler@scotchplainsnj.com

MUNICIPAL DIRECTORY

January 7, 2026

January 27, 2026

February 10, 2026

March 10, 2026

April 14, 2026

May 5, 2026

May 19, 2026

June 9, 2026

July 14, 2026

August 18, 2026

September 15, 2026

October 6, 2026

October 20, 2026

November 10, 2026

December 15, 2026

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE - 2026

*ALL MEETINGS ARE SCHEDULED TO BEGIN AT 7PM. If for any reason there is a change, it will be reflected on the website calendar.
Please check www.ScotchPlainsNJ.gov for the most up-to-date information.
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Library 
Scotch Plains Public Library  
1927 Bartle Ave  
(908) 322-5007  
www.scotlib.org

Michelle Willis
Library Director  
(908) 322-5007 ext. 202  
mwillis@scotchplainslibrary.org

Municipal Court 
Jalessa Lewis 
Court Administrator  
(908) 322-6700 ext. 215  
jlewis@scotchplainsnj.com

Public Works Department  
Frank DiNizo, Director  
(908) 322-6700 ext. 243 or 244 
fdinizo@scotchplainsnj.com

Recreation Department  
Julie Buonaguro
Director Parks & Recreation  
(908) 322-6700 ext. 222  
jbuonaguro@scotchplainsnj.com

Tax Assessor  
Mike Ross, Tax Assessor  
(908) 322-6700 ext. 206  
mross@scotchplainsnj.com

Tax Collector  
Rhia Correia, Tax Collector  
(908) 322-6700 ext. 210 
rcorreia@scotchplainsnj.com

Police Department  
430 Park Ave 
(908) 322-7100  
www.scotchplainspolice.org

David Lavery, Police Chief  
(908) 322-6700 ext. 102  
d.lavery@scotchplainspd.org

Fire Department  
Station #161 (430 Senger Place)  
Station #162 (1920 Raritan Road)  
www.scotchplainsnj.gov

John Lestarchick
Fire Chief  
(908) 322-6700 ext. 500  
jlestarchick@scotchplainsnj.com
 
Office of Emergency Management  
430 Park Ave  
www.scotchplainsnj.gov/OEM

Brendon Canavan, OEM Coordinator  
(908) 322-6700 ext. 503  
bcanavan@scotchplainsfire.org

Rescue Squad  
1916 Bartle Ave 
Daniel Sullivan, Rescue Squad Chief  
(908) 322-2103 
chief@scotchplainsrescuesquad.com 
www.scotchplainsrescuesquad.com

EMS Billing Inquiries
(908) 322-6700 ext. 503
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The Township’s service provider for recycling is Interstate Waste Services. Service is on a bi-weekly basis.
Please check the Township website’s Recycling page www.ScotchPlainsNJ.gov/recycling to see which zone your street is.

THE BEST WAY TO REC YCLE IN SCOTCH PL AINS 

Holiday Schedule Changes for 2026
New Years Day, Memorial Day, Labor Day, 

Thanksgiving & Christmas will postpone the 
scheduled pick-up zone and those after by 1 day

To stay informed,
download the free Recycle Coach app.

For more information please contact the 
Union County Bureau of Environmental 
Services Hotline at 908-654-9889 or visit

www.ucnj.org/recycling

AN EASY WAY TO DISPOSE 
OF BULKY WASTE
Residents can contact local haulers for bulk waste pickup at their own 
convenience. Residents can use their own private haulers, or other 
companies that serve Scotch Plains. Prices may vary.
Visit www.shorturl.at/i2yZB for a list of haulers in your area.
In addition, the Township negotiated an agreement with the Town of 
Westfield for disposal services at its site on Lamberts Mill Road (across 
from Tamaques Park). For just $60 a car load, residents can drop off 
debris at their convenience. For more information or to purchase a 
permit, please visit www.westfieldnj.gov/conservation

PLEASE HAVE ITEMS READY FOR PICK UP AT THE CURB 
BY 6:00 AM ON THE DESIGNATED RECYCLYING DAY.

Weather and equipment breakdowns may affect your pickup 
date. If your recycling was not picked up on schedule, the most 
effective way to notify Interstate Waste Services is via email at 
scotchplainsrecycles@interstatewaste.com. You can also notify 
them by phone at 908-222-1566, option 8 - between the hours of 
8 A.M. to 4 P.M.
Electronics & Styrofoam Recycling
Scotch Plains residents (ID required) can drop off e-waste and Styrofoam 
at the Scotch Plains DPW, 2445 Plainfield Ave., on Thursdays between 7 am 
and 2 pm.
Only these electronics will be accepted: Computers, Fax Machines, 
Monitors, Printers, Televisions, Microwaves, Mobile Devices
Styrofoam – Only white clean foam and block form foam, such as 
used for furniture and appliance packaging, is accepted. NO food 
service items, “packing peanuts,” egg cartons, and any dark colored, 
wet or dirty foam.

Scrap Metal Recycling Program
Westfield Conservation Center - 1300 Lamberts Mill Rd., Westfield
Every Thursday and Friday (excluding holidays) 9 am – 2:30 pm
Every Saturday and Sunday (excluding holidays) 9 am – 3 pm

For more information about the scrap metal recycling program, 
please call the Westfield DPW at (908) 789-4100 ext. 600

Examples of accepted items: 
Dishwashers
Microwaves
Refrigerators

Gutters
Stoves

Sheds (metal)

Washers/Dryers
Bicycles
Railings

Tire Rims

Scotch Plains conducts two street cleanups a year -
one in the spring and one in the fall.
Pickups for Spring are expected to begin on or about Monday, April 13, 
2026. Leaves, gumballs & sticks only. 
Pickups for Fall are expected to begin on or about Tuesday, September 
8, 2026. Branches only. 
Leaf pick-up will begin on or about October 26, 2026.
LEAVES ONLY - no branches or grass. The last day residents should put 
leaves out is December 15th
You may put out respective items up to 10 days prior to the scheduled 
pick up date.

Some important facts:
• Only biodegradable paper bags will be accepted.

Do not bag leaves in plastic.
• Please keep as many cars off the road as possible to speed the process.
• Residents should ensure leaf piles are free of branches, rocks,

stumps, etc., to prevent equipment damage. 
• Weather permitting, sweepers will be operating after the last

collection cycle in December.

• From October 30th through December 31st, residents may
drop leaves off at the DPW yard on Plainfield Ave. between
7:30 am – 2:30 pm.

Scotch Plains Picks Up Christmas Trees
The DPW will begin free Christmas tree pickup on or about
January 11, 2027. The trees should be placed at the curb with all ornaments 
and tinsel removed. No wreaths or garland please. If you wish to dispose 
of the tree yourself, bring it to the Department of Public Property yard, 
2445 Plainfield Ave. before Friday, January 29, 2027.
Need the Latest DPW Information?
Please contact the Scotch Plains Department of Public Property
908-322-6700 ext. 243 or 244
Westfield Conservation Center
For Scotch Plains Residents who wish to use the Westfield
Conservation Center located on Lamberts Mill Road, a special annual 
fee is available. Call the Westfield Department of Public Works at 
(908) 789-4100 ext. 600 for more details on obtaining and completing 
the application.

THE DP W CORNER
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Know about emergencies 
when they happen.
Sign Up for First Alert.
A free Messaging service
to any smart device.

Get The Latest Town News
Emailed to you Every Friday Morning

Sign Up for the Scotch 
Plains Messenger.

If you live in Scotch Plains, own your home, and your total gross 
annual household income falls below the income limit for your 
household size, you may qualify to participate in the program.
✓ There is no cost to apply, and it does not affect your credit score.
✓ Funds are provided as a no interest (0%) ten-year forgivable loan.

All funds are from the Township’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund.
✓ A professional inspector oversees the process.
✓ There is no monthly payment.

Scotch Plains HOME 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM.

You can receive up to $25,000 
in repairs for your home!

The Home Improvement Program is 
administered on a first come, first served 
basis. Take the first step! Scan the QR - code 
or visit www.hip.cgph.net to easily submit 
your pre-application online! 
If you have additional questions, or if you 
do not have internet access, please contact the Program 
Representative at (609) 664-2769 ext. 9.

Funding is also available for rental properties.
Landlords to call for terms.

This program is sponsored by
the Township of Scotch Plains.

Roofs
Foundations

Heating
Electrical

Windows
Insulation

Plumbing
and more!

ELIGIBLE USES OF FUNDS INCLUDE: ELIGIBLE USES OF FUNDS INCLUDE: 

The Union County Chapter of the “Public Safety Alliance For Individuals With Disabilities” A.I.D. program is a voluntary 
service open to all citizens. The program was created to help police officers and other emergency service personnel to better 
assist residents with disabilities or special need in the event of an emergency by providing those first responders with vital 

information regarding a participant’s  is to ensure all residents who have a disability or special need are able to get the help and 
support they need in a time of emergency or during interaction with Law Enforcement, Fire or EMS personnel.

Go to https://ucpo.org/community-page/380 to register through the Union County Prosecutor’s Office.

Scotch Plains

Master Plan Survey
HELP SHAPE THE TOWNSHIP’S FUTURE 

THROUGH PROVIDING INPUT FOR
THE NEXT MASTER PLAN

SCAN HERE
TO TAKE

THE SURVEY

https://arcg.is/1rDXWn0
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March 28 – Egg Hunt (rain date: April 4th)
April 18 - Earth Day/FreeCycle Market (rain date: April 25th)
May 2 - Farmers Market Opens/

Mental Health Awareness Fair (rain date: May 16th)
June 3 - Pride in the Park (rain date: June 11th)
June 13 - Juneteenth (rain date: June 20th)
June 16 - Patrick’s Downtown Race to Summer 5K
June 26 - Revolution 250 Celebration
June 27 - Fireworks (rain date: June 28th)
July 19, 23 - Concert Series (rain dates: July 16th & 30th)

July 15 - Play in the Park (rain date: July 29th)
August 4 - National Night Out
October 2 - Family Movie Night & Pumpkin Painting
October 3 - Rose Checchio Walk to Wipe Out Breast Cancer/

FreeCycle Market
October 4 - Scotch Plains Day
October 24 - Trunk or Treat (rain date: October 25th)
October 29 - Diwali (rain date: November 5th)
December 4 - Menorah Lighting
December 6 - Holiday Celebration/Tree Lighting

MARK YOUR CALENDARS (A SAMPLING OF 2026 HAPPENINGS)

Note: All scheduled events are subject to change. Check www.ScotchPlainsNJ.gov for the latest information.
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Public Schools:  
Scotch Plains and Fanwood share a high school, two middle schools 
(5-8), and five elementary schools (K-4) 

Union County Vocational-Technical High School

Private Schools:  
St. Bartholomew Academy (Pre-K- 8)  
Union Catholic Regional High School (9-12)  
Newmark K-8 & Newmark High School  
(children and young adults grades K-12 with developmental 
disabilities) 

Fire Department:  
Northside Fire House: 430 Senger Place 
Southside Fire House: 1910 Raritan Road 

Police Department:  
430 Park Avenue 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Please contact the Township Clerk’s Office for:

Vital Records – Certified copies of birth, death or marriage records 
if the event took place in Scotch Plains

Marriage License Applications – One applicant must be a resident 
of Scotch Plains. 

Dog Licenses - All dogs ages six months and over must be licensed.

OPRA Requests – These are public record requests as part of New 
Jersey’s statute that governs access to government records in New 
Jersey. Open Public Records Act (OPRA) requests are available on 
the website under “Forms.” Requests are answered in the order they 
are received. Responses are provided within seven business days, in 
which the municipal offices are open. 

The Township of Scotch Plains Clerk’s office has the above forms 
available on the Township website, www.scotchplainsnj.gov/forms. 

Residents may submit requests and applications online through 
GovPilot and access these functions under their tabs and make 
payment by credit card.

CLERK ’S  CORNER

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad:  
1916 Bartle Avenue 

Public Library:  
1927 Bartle Avenue 

Parks & Recreation:  
Brookside Park - 1255 Hetfield Ave. 
Farley Avenue Park - 436 Farley Ave. 
Frazee House Park - 1451 Raritan Rd.
Green Forest Park - 554 Westfield Rd.
Greenside Playground - 2200 Greenside Pl. 
Haven Park - 336 Haven Ave. 
Jerseyland Park - 2354 Beryllium Rd. 
Kramer Manor Park - 1950 Evelyn St. 
Memorial Park - 2345 Plainfield Ave. 
Shady Rest Country Club - 820 Jerusalem Rd.
Southside Field - 1910 Raritan Rd.

Land Area – 9.0 Square Miles
Population – approx. 24,968
Median Age – 43.8

Persons Per Square Mile – 2,767
Veterans - 916
Median Household Income - $173,564

Households: 8,751
Median Housing Value - $696,000
Median rent: $1,816

Source: U.S. CensusOUR TOWN – AT A  GL ANCE

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
Please visit www.ScotchPlainsNJ.gov

for regularly updated information
from the Clerk’s office,

or call 908-322-6700 ext. 211 or 212.



BOARDS & COMMISSIONS: 
CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF APPEALS 
The mission of the Construction Board of Appeals is 
to hear appeals from decisions made by the municipal 
enforcement agency.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
The Environmental Commission advises the Town 
Council and municipal officials on environmental issues 
that may affect the natural resources and residents of the 
Township. The Commission also reviews and comments 
on all development applications for the Township’s land 
use boards.

RECREATION COMMISSION
The Recreation Commission advises the Town Council 
and municipal officials on all recreation matters, including 
utilization of our parks and town events.

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The Library Board of Trustees are committed to 
supporting the growth of library services to the 
community. 

PLANNING BOARD 
The Planning Board is responsible for review and 
consideration of applications for development in the 
Township.

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Zoning Board of Adjustment considers requests for 
interpretation of the Zoning Map, general bulk variances, 
use variances, variances from conditional use standards 
and other matters.

GREEN BROOK FLOOD CONTROL
COMMISSION
The Green Brook Flood Control Commission seeks a 
comprehensive flood control solution for the entire Green 
Brook Basis and handles other matters.

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
The Office of Emergency Management is responsible 
for comprehensive planning for and responding to all 
emergencies.

Township of Scotch Plains 
430 Park Ave. 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
BOARDS,  COMMISSIONS,  COMMIT TEES & ADVISORY GROUPS

Designed by Jaffe Communications. Photos courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains & TAPinto

SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY MESSAGES AT WWW.SCOTCHPL AINSNJ .GOV

PLAINFIELD AREA REGIONAL SEWER
AUTHORITY (PARSA)
The Plainfield Area Regional Sewer Authority acts as 
the steward of the regional wastewater system and will 
ensure that there is capacity available for any participant 
community to continue development, without the need 
to expand the interceptor system (installing larger pipes), 
and other matters.

RAHWAY VALLEY SEWER AUTHORITY
(RVSA)
The Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority shall be the best, 
most efficiently run sewerage authority, in full compliance 
with all regulations, in the State of New Jersey. The Rahway 
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) is an autonomous 
agency that owns and operates a trunk sewer system and 
a wastewater treatment facility in Rahway, New Jersey. 
The RVSA currently serves more than 250,000 residents 
and 3,500 industrial and commercial customers in 14 
communities in central New Jersey.

UNION COUNTY TRANSPORTATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
The goal of the Bureau of Transportation Planning is to 
work toward a balanced transportation system for Union 
County. It seeks to meet the travel needs of people and 
goods through a coordinated intermodal transportation 
system.

COMMITTEES & ADVISORY BOARDS:
(1-YEAR TERMS)
ADA ADVISORY BOARD 
The ADA Advisory Board is committed to ensuring all 
residents fully benefit from the laws enacted by the ADA 
mandate. 

COMPLETE STREETS 
The Complete Streets committee is dedicated to advancing 
safe routes, traffic calming, bike routes and sidewalk 
construction in the Township.

VETERANS ADVISORY BOARD
The Veterans Advisory Board serves as the conduit 
through which our town leadership is informed of 
issues and concerns impacting our veteran community 
and the many veteran organizations and citizens of our 
community who support them.

GREEN TEAM
The Green Team is a group of residents, township 
volunteers and business representatives who work with 
the Mayor and Town Council to create policies and 
practices which provide a clean, safe and sustainable 
community to live, work and play for this and future 
generations.

HISTORICAL DOCUMENTATION &
PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
The Historical Documentation and Preservation 
Committee is dedicated to preserving and sharing the 
great history of the Township. 

MAYOR’S WELLNESS CAMPAIGN
COMMITTEE
The Mayors Wellness Campaign (MWC) is a statewide 
community health initiative that provides evidence-based 
tools and strategies for mayors and community leaders 
to help their residents achieve healthier lifestyles and to 
improve overall health and wellness in their communities. 

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE AND CONCERT
COMMITTEE 
The Memorial Day Parade and Concert Committee is 
organized to program the Township’s Memorial Day 
celebration.

SENIOR CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The Senior Citizen Advisory Committee is dedicated to 
improving the quality of life for seniors residing in the 
Township.
SHARED SERVICES
The Shared Services Committee is organized seeking to 
maximize municipal efficiencies by working closely with 
our municipal neighbors and community leaders.


